
Gillies & Mackay’s
Guide To Buying 

A Shed In Scotland



A shed is just a shed, right?
If only life was that simple...

This guide gives you everything you need
to know to buy the Scottish garden shed that’s right for you.

Whether you’re looking for the best that you can 
afford right now or a building that you can pass

on to your grandchildren, we can guide you
through the murky waters of shed shopping

to your perfect garden building purchase.

Start by reading the links on the next page.

We’ve also included copies of our Shed Buyer’s Checklist and
Planning Permission Checklist to help you ask the most important 

questions before you buy, wherever you buy from.



Guide to 
Buying 
a Shed

1) Plastic vs timber vs metal shed.

2) Do I need a base for my shed?

3) Does a shed need planning permission?

4) Apex shed vs pent shed vs potting shed.

5) Cheap shed vs expensive shed.

7) A guide to the wood in your shed.

9) How to buy a good timber shed.

11) Lining and insulating your shed.

12) Can I add electricity to my shed?

6) How long will an expensive shed last?

8) Best roofing options for your shed.

10) How painting your shed will help it last longer.

To get started on your shed-buying journey, 
there are a few things you need to know. 

Start by reading the links below. 

https://gilliesandmackay.com/best-plastic-metal-timber-shed?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=shedguide&utm_id=shedbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/does-my-shed-need-a-base?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=shedguide&utm_id=shedbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/planning-permission-shed?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=shedguide&utm_id=shedbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/apex-pent-potting-shed?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=shedguide&utm_id=shedbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/cheap-expensive-shed?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=shedguide&utm_id=shedbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/a-guide-to-the-wood-in-your-shed-weatherboard-sarking-studs-bearers?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=shedguide&utm_id=shedbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/buy-a-good-shed?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=shedguide&utm_id=shedbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/how-to-insulate-a-shed?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=shedguide&utm_id=shedbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/electricity-to-your-shed-or-summerhouse?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=shedguide&utm_id=shedbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/expensive-shed-last-long?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=shedguide&utm_id=shedbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/what-is-the-best-type-of-shed-roofing?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=shedguide&utm_id=shedbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/painting-your-shed?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=shedguide&utm_id=shedbg


Gillies & Mackay 
Shed Buyer’s Checklist
WHAT TO LOOK FOR:

Is the timber Scandinavian Redwood? (2 points)

Is the cladding tongue and groove?

Is the cladding AT LEAST 16mm?

Is the framing AT LEAST 40mm x 50mm?

Is the framing pressure-treated?

Is the roof made of timber?

Are you buying from the manufacturer?

Will it be assembled by experts?

Is there a clear guarantee, service and aftercare?

WHAT TO AVOID:

Is the timber whitewood or unspecified? (2 points)

Is the cladding shiplap or overlap?

Is the cladding under 16mm?

Is the roof made of OSB?

Are you buying from a supplier?

Will you have to assemble it yourself?

Is the framing less than 40mm x 50mm?

With a high Sheddie Score and a low Shoddy Score, you’re good to go!

SHEDDIE SCORE:

SHODDY SCORE:

/10

/8



Gillies & Mackay 
Scottish Planning 
Permission Checklist

Is your building going to be used for business?

Do you live in a tenement block?

Do you have upstairs and downstairs neighbours?

Is your building outside your garden?

Is your building at the front of your home?

Is your building within 1m of a boundary?

Is your building more than 4m high?

Does your building have walls more than 3m high?

Do you live in a listed building or conservation area?

Is the building more than 50% of your back garden?

CHECK WITH YOUR GARDEN BUILDING COMPANY IF YOU
HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT PLANNING PERMISSION THAT

ARE NOT COVERED BY THIS CHECKLIST.

IF YOU’VE ANSWERED NO TO ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS, 
YOU’RE UNLIKELY TO NEED PLANNING PERMISSION.

Y/N

Remember - answering yes to these questions doesn’t 
mean that you’ll definitely need planning permission. 

It just means that an application may be necessary.



Need more information?

Garages | Garden Rooms | Sheds
Gillies & Mackay Ltd.

East Inchmichael 
Station Road
Errol PH2 7SP

https://gilliesandmackay.com

Head to our Learning Centre, where we’ve 
been answering questions about 

timber garden buildings since 2015.

Or if you have questions for us about a 
garden building project, book a no-obligation 

Consultation with one of our Team.

And wherever you buy your Shed, 
use our handy checklists to make sure 
you’re asking the important questions

to help you find the best building for you.  

https://gilliesandmackay.com?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=shedguide&utm_id=shedbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/learning-centre?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=shedguide&utm_id=shedbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/book-appointment?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=shedguide&utm_id=shedbg

