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Why is it so difficult to 
buy a garden room?

We know just how confusing and time-consuming it can 
be to find good, reliable garden room information online.

That’s exactly why we created this guide. It’s a round-up 
of some of the most important information you need 

to know about our Radiata Garden Rooms.

It starts with some general advice on buying a good 
garden room, wherever you choose to buy from. 

Then we cover key topics that apply to our Garden Rooms, 
including planning permission and base work. 

By the time you’ve finished, you’ll know exactly 
which option is best for you and your garden. 

T H E  R A N N O C H
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T H E  D E U C H N Y

The first thing to determine is what you’re going to use 
your garden room for. This helps you get clear on 

what you need from the building. Here’s some inspiration:

 
Depending on what you’re using the building for, you 
may be after seasonal use, or you might want to use 

it all year round. Here’s some advice on what to look for:

 

 

Next up, have a think about what the building should be 
made from. What are the pros and cons of some common 

garden room materials?

 

10 Creative Ways To Use A Garden Room

How do you build an all-year-round garden room?

Should you buy a garden room with composite cladding? 
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T H E  K I N D R O G A N

If you need some help navigating some of the common 
problems involved with buying a garden room, read on:

What are the top 3 problems when buying a garden room?

Compare the differences between summerhouses and 
garden rooms to decide which one you need: 

Is a summerhouse the same as a Radiata Garden Room?

Gillies & Mackay have two types of garden rooms. 
But what’s the difference?

Radiata Garden Rooms vs Blackstone Garden Rooms

And for some help deciding which design will suit you and
your garden best, we’ve got you covered:

What is the best Radiata Garden Room design?
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T H E  V O R L I C H

Are you worried about planning permission? Don’t fret - 
we’ve got a comprehensive guide to all the ins and outs

of the process. Most of our garden rooms don’t need 
planning permission, and there’s even a handy checklist to 

help you understand why:

Does a Radiata Garden Room need planning permission?

There are over 600 conservation areas in Scotland, 
and if you call one home, you might think that a

garden room is out of the question. 

Fortunately, this isn’t always the case:

Can I have a Radiata Garden Room in a conservation area?. 
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It’s easy to forget the practicalities 
of the project when you’re 

dreaming of a gorgeous
garden room of your own, but

don’t forget what’s underneath.

Read on to learn exactly what sort
base you need for a Radiata 

Garden Room:

What do I need for a Radiata 
Garden Room base?

Thinking about adding an electrical
supply to your building?

Here’s everything you need to know:

Should I add electricity 
to a Garden Room?

More options? Let us help you 
navigate your flooring choices:

What’s the best flooring for a 
Radiata Garden Room?
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Gillies & Mackay 
Scottish Planning 
Permission Checklist

Is your building going to be used for business?

Do you live in a tenement block?

Do you have upstairs and downstairs neighbours?

Is your building outside your garden?

Is your building at the front of your home?

Is your building within 1m of a boundary?

Is your building more than 4m high?

Does your building have walls more than 3m high?

Do you live in a listed building or conservation area?

Is the building more than 50% of your back garden?

CHECK WITH YOUR GARDEN BUILDING COMPANY IF YOU
HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT PLANNING PERMISSION THAT

ARE NOT COVERED BY THIS CHECKLIST.

IF YOU’VE ANSWERED NO TO ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS, 
YOU’RE UNLIKELY TO NEED PLANNING PERMISSION.

Y/N

Remember - answering yes to these questions doesn’t 
mean that you’ll definitely need planning permission. 

It just means that an application may be necessary.



Need more information?

Garages | Garden Rooms |Workshops | Sheds
Gillies & Mackay Ltd.

East Inchmichael 
Station Road
Errol PH2 7SP

https://gilliesandmackay.com

Head to our Learning Centre, where we’ve 
been answering questions about 

timber garden buildings since 2015.

Or if you have questions for us about a 
garden building project, book a no-obligation 

Consultation with one of our Team.

And wherever you buy your garden room, 
use this handy guide to make sure 

you’re asking the important questions
to help you find the best building for you.  
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