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Looking for expert advice on 
finding your ideal workshop?  

Ready to begin? 
Dive into our best workshop content over the next few pages. 

Whether you need a long-lasting, sturdy structure that will 
always stay dry, or a seasonal space to tinker around in, this 

guide will help you find the wooden workshop that’s right for you.

At G&M, we’ve been crafting timber buildings since 1989, 
designing structures that thrive in the tough Scottish climate. 

We’ve gathered our knowledge and experience into this guide, 
so you can stay informed and easily find the workshop of your 

dreams.

A timber workshop can be your place to escape - to work on 
projects, indulge in hobbies, or house your prized collection.



Guide to 
buying a 
timber 

workshop

Figure out whether a workshop is really what you’re after, or if a 
garage is better suited to your needs. Understanding what 

you’ll use your space for will help you choose the right building 
to fit your requirements:

You might have come across EPDM roofing in your workshop 
search - it’s a popular flat roofing solution. Take a closer look at 

how it performs, its benefits and drawbacks, and whether it’s 
suitable for your workshop:

Especially here in Scotland, choosing the right roofing material 
makes all the difference; protecting your workshop from rain, 
wind and hail is essential. Learn about the pros and cons of 

felt, shingles, EPDM and steel roofing, to find the best roofing 
for your workshop:

Garage vs Workshop: What’s the Difference?

What’s the best roofing material for a workshop?

Is EPDM the best roofing material for a workshop?

https://gilliesandmackay.com/garage-workshop/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/garage-workshop/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/roofing-material-for-a-workshop/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/roofing-material-for-a-workshop/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/epdm-roofing-workshop/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/epdm-roofing-workshop/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg


Watch this video to explore 
our 3-Tier Specification:

Now that you’ve watched the video explaining how our 3-Tier 
specification works, you can discover what makes this building so 

special. From features to pricing to maintenance needs, you’ll 
understand whether this is the right workshop for you:

If you’re not fully sold on a workshop and are wondering whether a 
standard shed might be a better fit, explore the key differences 
between these buildings to determine which suits your needs:

Maybe you’ve got an old shed at the bottom of your garden - 
rotting away, leaking, or falling apart - and it’s put you off timber 

buildings altogether. Our 3-Tier Workshops are designed to solve 
common shed problems, giving you a solid building you can 

always depend on:

What is a 3-Tier Workshop?

Single-skinned Shed vs 3-Tier Workshop 

Top 5 problems solved by a 3-Tier Workshop

https://gilliesandmackay.com/3-tier-workshop/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/3-tier-workshop/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/single-skinned-shed/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/single-skinned-shed/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/by-a-3-tier-workshop/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/by-a-3-tier-workshop/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZZIp9Tqjf2E


Before jumping into your workshop project, you’ll want to check 
whether you’ll need planning permission. This post has you 

covered, with a checklist to determine whether your workshop 
counts as permitted development, plus helpful tips for navigating 

the planning process:

With so many workshops on the market, it can be hard to know 
what good quality actually looks like. This in-depth comparison of 

a Dunster House Workshop and our own 3-Tier Workshop gives 
you all the facts you need so you can be confident in your choice:

Our 3-Tier Workshops and Garages both feature our signature 
3-Tier specification, which keeps them extremely sturdy and 

watertight. But there are some differences between these two 
buildings that could influence which one is best for you: 

Dunster House Workshop vs G&M’s 3-Tier Workshop

3-Tier Workshop or Garage?

Do I need planning permission for a workshop?

https://gilliesandmackay.com/dunster-house-workshop/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/dunster-house-workshop/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg
 https://gilliesandmackay.com/3tier-workshop-garage/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg
 https://gilliesandmackay.com/3tier-workshop-garage/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/planning-permission-for-a-workshop/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/planning-permission-for-a-workshop/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg


A 3-Tier Workshop is a seriously solid building - meaning it needs a 
substantial base that’s built to match. Learn what kind of foundation 

this building needs to keep it performing and lasting to its full 
potential:

Adding electricity can transform your Workshop into a fully 
functional space - perfect for lighting, heating and even an 
entertainment setup. Find out how the electrical installation 

process works, including costs and potential timelines:

Our 3-Tier Workshops are guaranteed for 30 years; they’re designed 
to last a lifetime. With a little routine care, you can keep yours 

looking brand new and thriving for years to come: 

What kind of base do I need for a 3-Tier Workshop?

Can I add electricity to a 3-Tier Workshop?

How much maintenance does a 3-Tier Workshop need?

https://gilliesandmackay.com/base-for-a-3-tier-workshop/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/base-for-a-3-tier-workshop/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/electricity-to-a-3-tier-workshop/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/electricity-to-a-3-tier-workshop/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/workshop-maintenance/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg
https://gilliesandmackay.com/workshop-maintenance/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=workshopbg


Gillies & Mackay 
Planning Permission 
Checklist

Is your building going to be used for business?
Do you live in a tenement block?
Do you have upstairs and downstairs neighbours?
Is your building outside your garden?
Is your building at the front of your home?
Is your building within 1m of a boundary?
Is your building more than 4m high?
Does your building have walls more than 3m high?
Do you live in a listed building or conservation area?
Is the building more than 50% of your back garden?

CHECK WITH YOUR GARDEN BUILDING COMPANY IF YOU
HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT PLANNING PERMISSION THAT

ARE NOT COVERED BY THIS CHECKLIST.

IF YOU’VE ANSWERED NO TO ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS, 
YOU’RE UNLIKELY TO NEED PLANNING PERMISSION.

Y/N

Remember - answering yes to these questions doesn’t 
mean that you’ll definitely need planning permission. 

It just means that an application may be necessary.



Gillies & Mackay Ltd.
East Inchmichael 

Station Road
Errol PH2 7SP

https://gilliesandmackay.com

Need more information?

Garages | Garden Rooms | Workshops | Sheds  

Head to our Learning Centre, where we’ve been answering 
questions about timber garden buildings since 2015.

Or, if you have any questions about a Workshop project, book a 
no-obligation Consultation with one of our Team. 

And wherever you buy your workshop, use this handy guide to 
make sure you’re asking the important questions so you can find 

your dream workshop. 

https://gilliesandmackay.com
https://gilliesandmackay.com/learning-centre/
https://gilliesandmackay.com/book-consultation/

